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an encouraging display of community 
port, more than 50 people participated in 
SWNA-sponsored community design 
rette for the redevelopment of Syphax 
ool (located on Half Street, Southwest, 
veen N and “O” Streets) on Saturday, 

- 27. Held at Carron Baptist Church (1354 
t Street, Southwest), the event attracted 
dents of Southwest D.C., developers, 
aric preservationists, and representatives 
n local community centers, ANC-2D, 
Mayor’s Office, Council member Jack 
n’s Office, the D.C. Board of Education, 
the Department of Housing & 
fimunity Development 
V charette is a work session lead by 
litects, developers, landscape designers, 
urban planners to explore various plan- 
and design alternatives with residents 
) live near the site of a proposed 



The Syphax School. 


real estate 

dopment project. .The charette for the development of 
hax was lead by Peter Hetzel, Stephanie Both well, 
mie McGhee, and Robin Andrew Roberts. This team of 
litects, landscape architects, and urban designers gen- 
lsly donated their time and expertise. The Southwest 
ghborhood Assembly strongly appreciates their role in 
:ing the charette a success, 
nts Leading to the Charette: 

;ed by the D C. Board of Education in 1993, Syphax 
doI has stood vacant and become a site for vandalism and 
te. By 1995, the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
gnized that the D.C.govemment was doing little to rede- 
p the site. The Assembly held a community meeting in 
)ber to explore the issue, and more than 40 people 
ided. In response to the consensus of the community 
ting, the Assembly’s Board passed a resolution in 
ember expressing their desire, “that the Syphax School 
be redeveloped for affordable homeownership.” The 
ripated result of this proposed redevelopment was to be 
ibilized, revitalized neighborhood, 
layor Marion Barry, the D.C. School Board, and Ward 
mncilman Jack Evans all expressed their support for the 
of redeveloping Syphax School into affordable home- 


ownership in March, April, and May of 1996, respectively. 
However, during the time since the November 1995 resolu¬ 
tion, no significant steps had been taken toward develop¬ 
ment, resulting in the need for increased community mobi¬ 
lization. 

Toward the end of June 1996, the suggestion to have a 
design charette came from Dr. Marc Weiss, Vice 
President of the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, who 
stated that building community interest arid support, and 
consensus for a workable plan, were absolutely necessary 
if the Syphax site is ever going to be redeveloped.. 
During the month of July, Dr. Weiss and the Assembly’s 
community development intern Eric Lofgren worked to 
ensure that the charette would' meet these goals. Many 
other members of the community actively contributed to 
this effort by volunteering their time to assist with the 
extensive publicity campaign. 

On the morning of the event, Dr. Beryl Rice, President of 
the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly, welcomed the 
charette participants and gave a brief history of the project. 
This was followed by a spirited group discussion — skill¬ 
fully facilitated by Ronnie McGhee and Stephanie 
Bothwell — that gave people the opportunity to express 
their concerns, ideas, and suggestions. 

While charette participants had a variety of ideas for the 


potential uses of the site, the majority of those 
attending agreed that they did not want the fol¬ 
lowing: fast food outlets, commercial activity, or 
“havens” for dmg dealers. A majority of partici¬ 
pants supported the following suggestions: home- 
ownership, the preservation and rehabilitation of 
the original, historic Syphax school building, safe¬ 
ty and security, adequate lighting, and an environ¬ 
mental assessment of the barrel storage facility 
immediately east of the site. The possibility of a 
community center in the original Syphax building 
elicited support from some of the participants, but 
opposition from others, who felt that already 
existing local community centers should be 
enhanced. 

While a majority of participants supported the 
preservation of the original Syphax building, there 
was a minority contingent of people who felt 
strongly that all existing buildings on the site be 


immediately demolished. Most of these people live near 
the site, and believe that demolishing the buildings will 
greatly reduce the site’s current propensity to attract 
criminal activity. •_ 

Other highlights of the morning included a site tour, 
“breakout” discussion groups where specific issues were 
explored in greater depth, and a presentation of drawings 
that depicted various planning and design alternatives. In 
late morning, the four designers each presented two draw¬ 
ings that addressed some of the concerns raised by partici¬ 
pants, and explored planning alternatives that had not yet 
been considered. 

After a lunch provided by the Assembly’s volunteers, the 
audience reconvened to hear Carol Casperson, Executive 
Director of D.C. Habitat for Humanity, and other non-prof¬ 
it developers talk about their experience and approach to 
development. After some discussion, lead by Marc Weiss, 
the day was brought to a close by another presentation by 
the professional designers, 

This second and final design presentation incorporated, 
audience feedback elicited during the earlier presentation 
— an impressive feat, given the narrow time constraints in 
which the designers had to work. Ten of the eleven draw- 
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Success at Design Oiaretfe 

(continued from page 1) 


ings that were produced depicted the preservation of the 
original Syphax School, complemented by various uses of 
open green space and trees. Most drawings also featured 
various homeownership configurations that were intended 
to blend harmoniously with existing townhomes in the sur¬ 
rounding neighborhood. Some drawings featured the con¬ 
struction of new through-streets that run easUwest through 
the site, while others portrayed a north-south street that sep¬ 
arates the Syphax site from the commercial space lining 
South Capitol Street. Some of these went even further by 
envisioning the South Capitol commercial space — much 
of which is vacant and dilapidated — as being redeveloped 
into townhomes. 

The end result was that people left the charette feeling 
positive — they had seen what the possibilities and limita¬ 
tions are in redeveloping Syphax, and also learned how 
much work remains to be done. They were enthused with 
the realization that they could become involved and make a 


difference by personally contributing to this important com¬ 
munity effort. 

The next step will be to evaluate each design’s econom¬ 
ic feasibility by constructing “pro formas” — financial 
statements that contrast development costs with potential 
sources of income. This will play an important role in the 
ongoing process of building community consensus for a 
workable redevelopment plan. The other primary consider¬ 
ation of obvious importance is to find a developer who is 
willing to carry out the community’s plan as specified. 

The Syphax School site redevelopment plans will be fea¬ 
tured on the agenda at the next Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly meeting on September 30, 1996. In the mean¬ 
time, community residents can become involved in this 
community revitalization campaign for Southwest D.C.'by 
joining the Committee for the Redevelopment of Syphax 
(contact Rev. Dr. Jeanne MacKenzie at (202) 554-82S1). 

Look for photographs of event on page 7! 


Excerpts are printed below from a letter sent to "The Southwester" by a 68 year 
old 20 year resident of southwest who was recently assaulted and robbed: 


Dear Editor, 

I was recently assaulted and robbed on Sunday, July 21, 
1996 at 6:30 p.m. on 4th Street between N and O Sts. SW. 
I had to be hospitalized. 

It was a beautiful day. I was walking home from 5:15 
p.m. Mass, as I often do. When I heard running behind me, 
it was too late. My pocketbook was grabbed from my 
shoulder with such force, I was pulled to the hard pavement. 
The young man ran through River Park. No one was 
around except a lady parking her car across the street. Her 
husband,called the police. • 

The’ police told me that an hour before , a woman was 
robbed at 4th & M. I found out she was with her husband 
waiting to cross the street for Safeway shopping. (She is 76 
years old.) She is grateful not to be hurt but lost cash and 
cards. (Another lady was fobbed at gunpoint at 6thin front 
of Marina Complex.) Tuesday, a lady was robbed on 4th 
Street on her way home from work. 

According to Thursday Crime Page, this is nothing new 
for 4th Street SW but it seems to be more blatant since it 


occurs during the day when retirees are on the street. We 
are being deprived of going 2 blocks to the store or along 
the waterfront. We certainly don’t go out after dark'. 

I am appealing to you to write an article to alert our SW 
citizens to do something to get our streets back from the 
young thugs by letters, calls, petitions to get police protec¬ 
tion for 4th Street and neighborhood. Both sides of N Street 
catch it and River Park Parking Lot, Riverside, etc. SW 
organizations should write for the Common Cause. (SW 
Neighborhood Assembly, etc.) They could start by calling 
Councilman Jack Evans,: the Mayor, and Police 
Department. The Southwester joins in this writer’s plea for 
help and will assist to the extent possible in efforts to make 
the streets safe for the people. 

Phone Numbers to Call: Jack Evans, (202) 724-8058, 
Mayor Marion Barry, (202) 727-2980, Policy Department 
Community Affairs Division, (202) 727-4383 


All about Eric lofgren ...Author 
of Our Lead Article 

Eric is an MBA student from McGill University, who 
answered the request for a summer internship in D.C. with 
the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly. The organization 
which brought SWNA and. our intern together is “Students 
for Responsible Business”, a non-profit which operates 
across North America. 

SWNA is grateful to that organization and Eric for his 
commitment and excellent work in planning and organizing 
the Design Charette. A special “thank you” to Dr. Marc 
Weiss who supervised him. Eric gained insights into possi¬ 
bilities of a career in community development and SWNA 
achieved its goal of furthering community involvement on 
an issue of such concern. 

Note to the Record on the 
Government's Position Regarding 
the Syphax School Site 

The Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD) will be issuing a Request for Expressions of 
Interest (REI) to developers regarding four former school 
sites in September. Syphax is one of the four schools. If 
there is more than one REI received, a request for propos¬ 
als (RFP) will be issued.. 



Editor and Manager: 

Carole Early 488-3355 
SWNA Staff; 

Dr. Beryl Rice Rev. Jeanne MacKenzie 

Jerry Blasenstein C.W. Hargrave 

Dale Maclver Yolonda Earl 

Kimberly Zellars Katy Davis 

Drop off your stories by Oct 2, 1996, in the box behind 
the counter at the SW Library, 3rd & I SW, or mail to: 

The Southwester, P.O. Box 70131, 
Washington, D.C. 20024. 

Printing by Comprint Inc., Gaithersburg, MD. 

The objective of the Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly, a.k.a. SWNA is: 

to improve the quality of life for all residents of the 
Southwest; to open to every Southwest resident the wide 
cultural horizon of modern urban living; to help create a 
rich and equal social, educational and economic oppor¬ 
tunities for every boy and girl of the Southwest; to assist 
in providing the opportunity for gainful employment for 
every adult resident; to promote development of the aes¬ 
thetic potential of the Southwest. These objectives shall 
be pursued without regard to the social, economic and 
racial barriers that have divided cities in the past. 



Sept 28 Saturday: National Walk-a-thon for 
Health and Hunger, 12 noon-2 p.m.U.S. 

Capitol at 3rd St. 

Sept 30 Monday: NARFE Chapter 2052, 1:30 p.m. 
Southwest Branch Library Wesley Place and 
K Street, S.W. 

Sept 30 Monday: Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly Meeting, 222 M Street S.W. 

Oct 1 Tuesday: Presentation on Oral Histories of River 
7:30 p.m. St. Matthews Lutheran Church, 

222 M Street S.W. 

Oct 7 Monday: Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Southeastern 
University, 501 I Street S.W. 

Oct 11 Friday: First District CAC Awards Dinner 
6 p.m. Bolling Air Force Base Officers Club 
(For tickets, call Lt Peters at 727-4643 

Oct 14 Monday: Southeastern University Communit) 
Health Fair 3-7 p.m., 501 I Street S.W. 

Oct 16 Wednesday: A ARP Chapter 4751, S.W. 
Waterfront Chapter, Noon St Matthews 
Lutheran Church, 222 M Street S.W. 

Oct 21 Monday: Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 2D, 7:30 p.m. Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, 4th & l Streets S.W. 

Oct 24 Thursday: NARFE Chapter 2052, 1:30 p.m. 
Southwest Branch Library Wesley Place and 
K Street S.W. 

Oct 28 Monday: Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
Meeting, 7 p.m. St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
222 M Street S.W. (Please submit calendar 
items to C.W, Hargrave, 554-8284.) 


Get Active in Your Community 

Our Southwest area has a number of organizations availab 
to those interested in supporting and participating in con 
munity organization activities. Some of these organizatioi 
are: — the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly itself - 
through its Youth Activities Task Force, Y.A.T.F; Scholarsh 
CommiJtee and this Southwester newspaper committee; tl 
Southwest Community House, the Southwest Chapter of tl 
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP); tl 
Southwest Chapter of the National Association of Retin 
Federal Employees (NARFE); the local schools, Amidon ai 
Anthony Bowen Elementary and Jefferson Junior High ai 
the S.W. Branch Library. 

Following are some telephone numbers to help 
you get involved. 

SWNA - 554-4235 (Dr. Beryl Rice) 

YATF - 488-7622 (Dale Maclver) 

Scholarship Committee - 488-8257 (Barbara Murray 
the Southwester Newspaper- 488-3355 (Carole Early' 
AARP - 479-0571 (Mary Ann Bailer) 

NARFE - 554-3991 (Paul Pumpian) 

Amidon - 724-4867 
Bowen - 724-4871 
Jefferson J.H.S. - 724-4881 
Library - 727-1381 
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Charlene Drew Jarvis, 
Ward 4 D.C. Council- 
member, was recently 
appointed as president 
of Southeastern Uni¬ 
versity, 501 I St. ( 6 th 
and I St.s). 

Dr. Jarvis, says that 
the two jobs “work 
together in tandem, I 
look at my Presidency 
as helping me address 
and cure some of the 
oblems of a city that I have a responsibility for as a 
Duncil member. The Community welcomes you to the 
ea. And now for a few questions: 

l.What are your short term goals for 
mtheastern(SEU) ? 

I would like to raise the level of awareness of SEU’s 
esence. It is a unique educational institution which serves 


working people by providing evening and. weekend classes 
with a focus on business. 

2. What are your long-term goals for SEU? 

Over the long-term, I would like to build SEU’s daytime 
enrollment. I want the university to be seen by Federal 
agencies as a place for the education of employees. This 
would include (but certainly not be limited to) The State 
Department, the Department of Health and Human 
Services, International Trade & Finance — the classes 
would be classes taught by SEU professors. They would 
include classes such as business, management, tax; comput¬ 
ers. 

Furthermore, I would like our students to be more 
involved with the important questions which are facing 
local government. Issues such as municipal finance, per¬ 
sonnel and procurement, what would provide important 
revenues for the D.C. government and on the community 
level, the Wiley Branton Community Development Corp. 
might be of interest. In addition, I am very interested in 
how other cities successfully attract business & retain it. 
This might be a question for SEU faculty and students. 


efferson Junior High School at 
Southeastern 

On the first day of school students of Jefferson Jr. High 
und themselves in the hallways of Southeastern 
liversity. No they weren’t attending college, they were 
sre because their school building was closed because of a 
e code violation. The college welcomed the students and 
'used classes for three days averting a late start for 
fferson students. The Jr. High school re-opened on 
iday, September 6 . .Along with five other D.C. Public 
hools, Jefferson had been kept from opening on time by 
i controversial decision by D.C. Superior Court Judge 
iye. K . Christian. According to Sherre Washington, 
>ordinator of Community Services for Jefferson, the nec- 
3 ary repairs had been made before the first day of classes, 
t the school awaited final approval from Christian, 
ashington further stated that the inconvenience rallied 
idents and faculty to draw together in their efforts to suc¬ 



cessfully begin the new year. When students were inter¬ 
viewed they agreed that the inconvenience has helped them 
become more of a team. They were at Southeastern until 
Thursday afternoon. At that time, they were given permis¬ 
sion to return to their school building. For right now, their 
college days were over. 




The following is an excerpt from a letter from Rick 
ardachy Director of the Southwest Community House. 

“I would like to summarize some of the programs and 
:tivities that we have been involved inover the past year, 
i addition to our year-around assistance to the economi- 
ifly less-privileged,we have started several special pro- 
ams. Last summer, with start-up funding from the 
nited Planning Organization, we operated a five-week 
immer Enrichment Program at Jefferson Junior High 
;hool for 20 youths. This summer the program was 
tain implemented, thanks to grants from the Hattie 
rong Foundation and the Philip Graham Fund. 

In conjunction with the Southwest Neighborhood 
ssembly, we are involved for the second year in a row in 
/ o other summer initiatives. The first is a summer jobs 
ientation and follow-up, to assist youth to have a mean- 
gful summer job experience. The other effort is assist- 
g parents in enrolling their children in some summer 
mps and/or day programs that they might otherwise not 
perience. 

One of our most exciting new projects during the past 
:ar is the “Dollars for Scholars” program. Children, 
ird grade through high school, are invited to bring their 
port cards to the “House.” We award them ,$5 for each 
$3 for each “B” (in academic subjects), plus $5 for 


perfect attendance. Although this is a costly program (we 
spent approximately $7,000 in total) we reached over 200 
children and we believe we hade a significant impact on 
these youth, reinforcing the importance of education in 
today’s world. 

We also formed a parent support group in October. 
They met once a week on Wednesday evenings. This was 
a small group but we believe it is a worth-while idea that 
we hope will grow. In March, we established a tutoring 
program on Carrollburg Place. This is a very needed pro¬ 
gram which we also want to expand in the coming year. 
Meanwhile our small but dedicated staff continue their 
on-going work helping people find employment and over¬ 
coming “crisis” situations. This “regular” work include 
the SHARE food purchasing cooperative, which helps SO¬ 
SO households each month, aiding the residents of the 
Grecnlcaf Senior Building, and distributing Thanksgiving 
and Christmas food baskets (and toys for the children) to 
400 families. “The House” also serves as a coordinator 
and catalyst with other community organizations and 
churches in Southwest. We are all relatively small orga¬ 
nizations that individually have limited capabilities. 
Together, however, our strength multiplies and much 
more can be accomplished.” 


3. What do you think SEU can do for the community? 

It will always be a good neighbor. When asked by 

Jefferson J.H.S. to be an alternative site for Jefferson stu¬ 
dents, I was delighted to say “yes.” I would like for the SW 
Community to know what SEU offers and I would like to 
have an open house. SEU would like to co-sponsor com¬ 
munity events. I would like to provide student tutors to stu¬ 
dents in surrounding schools. 

4. What can the community do for SEU? 

They can make SEU a part of their events — include 
SEU as a neighbor. Make sure that we understand the pri¬ 
ority of the community with respect to Zoning and plan¬ 
ning. I would love members of the community to enroll in 
this university. I would like to see SEU solely deal with 
D.C.-based businesses. My photo was by a local S.W. pho¬ 
tographer. 

5 . Who will be the university’s contact person with the 
SW Community? 

The Director of Public Relations will be Margo Pinson 
488-8162. 



Odyssey is Thanked for It's 
Generosity 

At the August 14th meeting of the Washington Waterfront 
Association, Rick Bardach, director of Southwest Community 
House, presented a plaque to Steve Glass, general manager of 
Odyssey, noting that the considerable success of this important 
fund-raiser for one of Southwest’s major organizations was in 
large part due to Odyssey’s generous donation. 



so I don’t have to miss a pensive morning of 
coffee, the NY Times and Charles Osgood? 
Really? And worship is intelligent and warm? 
Hmmm. Where is this? 
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The 

Waterside 
Garden 

The Waterside 
Garden expects to 
have a few garden 
plots to become 
available this fall 
and is now accept¬ 
ing applications for 
membership. 

Waterside Garden is a community garden at 6th and 
Water Streets, SW (see photograph) on the grounds of Saint 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church. Saint Augustine’s has gra¬ 
ciously provided the space to the Southwest Community for 
approximately twelve garden plots for the last 10 years. 
This has provided the garden members with much pleasure, 
many delicious vegetables, not to mention an array of beau¬ 
tiful flowers. 

In keeping with the spirit of a community garden, all 
members are expected to pitch in and help with beautifying 
the immediate surroundings of the garden; however, the pri¬ 
mary purpose of the garden is to grow vegetables. Each 
member is required to maintain attractive plants, flowers, or 
herbs in the immediate area outside the fence and opposite 
his or her garden. Also, members are asked to assist, on a 
voluntary basis, with the upkeep of the immediate sur¬ 
roundings of the garden which includes picking up trash, 
trimming shrubbery, and occasionally helping to mow 
grass. 

New members will be accepted in by October 15 so that 
new gardeners will be able to prepare their plots for over 
wintering and to plan for spring planting.Priority will be 
given to applicants who exhibit a strong desire to maintain 
the overall garden in a community spirit and help with a few 
chores in addition to harvesting many delicious vegetables. 

For information, please call Camille Cook, 554-3728, or 
Jim Early, 488-3355. 

COULD RIVERSIDE COiDO BE A 
ROLE MODEL? 

Residents of Riverside Condominium, 1425 4th St., SW, 
believe in supporting our SW community organizations. 
Their Community Liaison Committee keeps them informed 
of community needs and opportunities, and they respond. 
Last year they had a special drive to do their part to keep 
Metropolitan Boys & Girls Club #4 in our community. 
Each year they donate yard earnings to the work of groups 
such as the SW Scholarship Fund, B&G #4, and others. 
Think of the fantastic programs our community could spon¬ 
sor if every SW high rise followed suit! B&G #4 needs at 
least $15,000 annually to work with the SW youth it keeps 
off the streets. Football uniforms, equipment and sports tro¬ 
phies are costly but absolutely imperative for building the 
self©esteem needed by these talented young people. Club 
#4 also needs volunteers to supplement the efforts of dedi¬ 
cated Director A1 Hudgens. 

Nov. Elections 

D.C. Residents Should Register Now for Fall Elections: 
Mail-in Voter Forms Available at Libraries, Fire Houses, 
and Police Stations. 

District of Columbia residents who are not yet registered 
to vote may pick up a mail-in voter registration form at any 
D.C. public library, fire house or police station. The forms 
are pre-addressed and postage—free. 

The deadline for registering to vote in the November 
Presidential Election is October 7th. 

To register to vote in the District, a person must be a U.S. 
citizen, a D.C. resident, and at least 18 years old by the next 
election. For more information, the public may call 727- 
2525. 



D. C.'s Drinking Water System: A 
Story of City Neglect 

by Elizabeth Fleischman 

The strong chlorine odors coming from your water taps 
this summer are calling attention to the many years of 
neglect in proper care of the District’s pipes and reservoirs. 

Since June 1996 city drinking water has violated federal 
safety levels prompting officials to order higher levels of 
chlorine in the District’s drinking water. Increased coliform 
bacterial counts resulting from years of non-compliance to 

E. P.A. water standards led to this action. Many kinds of 
coliform bacterial can be found in plants, soils, and in ani¬ 
mal and human wastes. But the same conditions in our 
deteriorating water pipes and neglected reservoirs that lead 
to high levels of coliform bacteria can lead to the growth of 
more harmful bacteria. This is the District’s fifth violation 
of federal drinking water standards in the past year. 

About a year ago, the EPA Office of Enforcement and 
Compliance Assurance questioned the compliance of the 
DC system to safe drinking water regulations. On July 12, 
1996, under regional administrator, W. Michael McCabe, an 
agreement was signed by the Barry administration and the 
EPA in which the city has pledged better maintenance, 
repairs and upgrades of its water pipes and reservoirs. 

Throughout this summer, warnings to certain vulnerable 
populations about water problems have come from our 
District’s newspapers and the EPA Water Quality Hotline. 
1-202-260-6100. The elderly, patients under chemotherapy, 
dialysis, those with weakened immune systems (such as 
HIV-AIDS) and organ transplant patients have been advised 
to boil water and seek their physicians’advice. The amount 
of chlorine was slightly reduced the week of August 5th. As 
of August 20th, the chlorine dosage is back to the pre-July 
amounts, according to the EPA Water Quality Hotline. 

The Washington Post’s HEALTH issue published on 
July 23, 1996, carries an excellent article,“When the 
Water’s Bad, Seniors Must Take Care”, written by Sally 
Squires. This article refers to a study by two microbiolo¬ 
gists, Joan Rose and Chuck Gerba, on the health effects of 
waterborne infections on eight different age groups. “The 
biggest mortality was for the elderly, and it was much high¬ 
er than even infants,” concluded Rose.* In this study one 
of the most common health problems for the elderly was 
diarrhea. 

Among the elderly, diarrhea can be accompanied by loss 
of fluids and dehydration, affecting the cardiovascular sys¬ 
tem, reducing potassium levels which help regulate heart 
muscle function. For many seniors the problem of boiling 
water in large pots is not that simple. Many of the elderly 
are unable to cart jugs of springwater from the supermarkets 
to their homes. Repairing the District’s water pipe system 
will cost hundreds of millions of dollars. City officials are 
considering an immediate rate increase to help pay for the 
costs. The Safe Drinking Water Act which passed Congress 
and was signed by President Clinton did not meet the 
August 1 deadline which would have allowed seven million 
dollars for repair work to the District’s water system to 
begin soon. 

*“When the Water's Bad, Seniors Must Take Care". 

Sally Squires, “The Washington Post", July 23,1996. Public health depends on 
^ clean safe drinking water. The care of this great resource cannot be left to elected offi¬ 
cials and government agencies. Everyone should be involved. Write or call Mayor 
Barry’s office and our Congresswoman. Eleanor Holmes Norton, to show you care. 

Mayor 727-2980, Rep. Norton 225-805. To speak directly to a specialist on EPA’s 
Safe Drinking Hot Line, on Mondays through Fridays, 9-5, call 1-800-426-4791. 

The Southwest Branch Library is now open on Saturdays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Closed every Friday. Open on 
Tfiesdays from 1:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Southwest Branch Library now has 'Internet’. Friends of 
the Southwest Library will have the Book Sale on Thursday, 
October 10, 1966, at the Waterside Mall from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. The Friends of the Southwest Library will have a 
meeting on Tuesday, October 8, 1966 from 6:00 p.m. until 
8:00 p.m. 



OH £APim MU! 

It's State-of-the-HiH 

The most technologically advanced, computer-driven, brushless 
car wash in the area and the only drive-thru express lube 
in the city. Totally User-Friendly. 

It’s One-Stop 


Complete car care services plus handy basics like gourmet coffee, 
greeting cards and car stuff. Relax while you watch your car travel 
through the longest and fastest tunnel around. 


Brushless: Full service, fast, thorough and cus¬ 
tomized wash inside and out. The only car wash in the metro 
area using Meguiars, Consumer Reports' top-rated wax. 

Express Lube & Oil Change: 

Fluid check and replacement for one base price. Car wash 
included. Quaker State Premium Products. 


Professional Detailing: Recondition 

your car inside and out with a complete or a 25-minute 
express detail. Valet service available. 


It’s Emrironmentally Correct 

That's right, the only total water reclaim system for a car wash 



10 'T Street, SE 
(202) 54-SPLASH (547-7527) 
Mon-Sat 8am-6pm 


Sun 9am-3pm 

Located six blocks south of the Capitol. 
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For Rent: 3-bedroom, 2 full-bath townhouse in 
Capitol Park (SW). Off-street parking provided. One 
year lease. Rental deposit. For information call, (301) 
681-6807. 

Adorable kittens (3 tiger and 3 black), free to a good 
home. Call 554-8281. 

To place classified ad, call Carole Early, 554-3355. 
Fifteen words for $5.00. 


What Are lie To So 

When our jobs are taken away 
What are we to do 
We still have to pay the rent 
and feed our families too 
Our kids have to go to school 
And must pay the required fees 
Pants and hose have to be replaced 
When holes push out the knees 
When the kids ask why we were let go 
How do we explain 

Without demonstrating total frustration 


A much needed restoration of the lower promenade along the 
waterfront is in progress. It began on July 8, and is expected to 
be completed within four months, according to Leo Clarke of the 
D C. Redevelopment Land Authority. The work encompasses 
the entire sweep of pavement from Gangplank Marina to Capital 
Yacht Club. In conjunction, the parks at 6th, 7th and 9th streets 
will be repaired and made handicapped accessible where appro¬ 
priate. All benches and trash receptacles will be removed. When 
the work is finished, the restored area will be transferred to the 


Without showing our naked pain * 
When all the health insurance is gone 
What happens if someone gets ill 
Do we act like it’s not serious 
And take a non-prescription pill 
About all we can do is hope and pray 
For a job before it is too late 
And wonder if Labor Day will ever be 
A holiday that we can celebrate 


r i 

S' . ! 

j 

n 200 E Street, SW. (202)544-2100 

@ Presents Our New. . . 

jj Buffet Brunch! 

n with Champagne & Jazz. . . 

I Every Sunday, 10:30 am to 2:30 pm 

I Live Jazz! Great Seafood Buffet 

\ Champagne She Crab Soup 

B Salads, Fruits Spiced Shrimp 

1 Eggs Benedict Belgian Waffles 

| Cajun Chicken Assorted Breads 

| Seafood Newburg Alaskan Snow 

| Lobster Benedict Crab Legs 

I Omelets made to order. Pasta made to order 
“ Fresh Sliced Roast Beef, Honey Baked Ham 
1 Assorted Desserts, including Key Lime Pie and our 
| famous Pecan Sweet Potato pie. . . 


National Park Service from the District. NPS will then install its 
own benches and receptacles. However, if there is any delay in 
the transfer, these amenities will not be in place. 

More on the Waterfront 

The following letter was received from Jack Evans - Ward 
2 Councilmember re: Proposed Zoning of the Southwest 
Waterfront, Z.C. Case No. 95-15 

On behalf of the residents in Southwest waterfront area, I 
urge you to disapprove the proposed waterfront plan as it per¬ 
tains to density and parking lots. The proposal to double 
allowable W-l densities and permit forty-foot buildings on all 
parking lots is contrary to the 1956 Southwest Urban Renewal 
Plan. One of the goals in this plan applied specifically to the 
waterfront area: 542.31 Visibility Objectives - Individual 
buildings and groups of buildings shall be so designed and 
located as to permit optimum visibility of the waterfront and 
the Washington Channel from Maine Avenue...and from the 
residential areas east of Maine Avenue. 

The open, park-like atmosphere attracted upper middlein- 
come residents who but should the waterfront again be filled 
with tall structures they will leave. Their housing could ulti¬ 
mately revert to low income dwellings and the improved tax 
base would disappear. 

I recommend that the Zoning Commission which will meet 
in December or January consider the following: 

• Ensure adequate density restrictions under W-l zoning, 
with exceptions as needed such as the Arena Stage. 

• Retain all parking lots at or below grade. 

• Consider future request for exceptions on a case by case 
basis, including public hearings, to insure compliance 
with waterfront visibility goals expressed in the 
Southwest Urban Renewal Plan.Thank you for consider 
ing these comments on Case No. 95-15. 

September Prayer' 

by Elizabeth Fleischman 

August’s fierce red sun stepped down, 

melting my shoes into the city’s pavement. 

To renew my spirit past images loomed 
from a vital golden time, cracker barrel - 
stores, elm shaded roads, cowbells tinkling 
from distant pastures, stories over corn cob pipes, 
swinging from a white birch. 

To that time my heart travels. 

Won’t someone help free me 
from this bubbly, soupy tar? 

Or will I be forever stuck 

in this'Can’t go home again’predicament? 

Wasn’t it yesterday I was stealing ice 
from Frank’s truck and apples 
from Colby’s orchard? 

September, will you be kinder 

and set my shoes down 

where my warmest memories are? 



Only $17.95 for Adults 
$7.95 for Children under 12 
Kids under 4 Free! 





ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

( 202 ) 488-7282 


Exercise ahd you sweat... 


’Yard Clean-up • Planting • Sodding 
■ Grass Seeding & Siding 
° Light Hauling 
• Plant Ground Covering 
° Monthlty Ground Maintenance 


7 DAYS A WEEK & HOLIDAYS 

WE SPECIALIZE IN TOWING 
ILLEGALLY PARKED CARS 


Fitness Made Fun • No Contracts 

Register Anytime 0 All Ages Welcome 

Various Formats — Step, Resistance Balls, etc. 


INTRODUCTORY SPECIAL 

WEEKS UNLIMITED CLASSES FOR $25 

PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS 


o WEEKENDS 6 HOLIDAYS 
o MECHANIC ON DUTY pass 
o ACCIDENTS ffi 

o INSURANCE CLAIMS 
o FLAT BED SERVICE 
o UNDERGROUND GARAGE 
TOWING 


0 EMERGENCY service 
| 0 LOCAL LONG DISTANCE 
I o DAMAGE FREE TOWING 
o COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS 
o AUTOMOBILE LOCKOUTS 
o AUTO BODY REPAIR 
•• BUYS/SELLS CABS 


3rd & M St. NW St. Matthews Church 

15th & R St. NW 15 St Presb. Church 

16th & Kennedy NW 6th Presb. Church 
8th & D St SE Oxford Academy Arts 

' CALL. 

(202 363-4447 
FOR CLASS TIMES . 
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The Southwest Book Club successfully completed its 
ummer reading program. Approximately 30 students par- 
icipated, by attending weekly group meetings at the 
louthwest Library and, meeting once a week with an adult 
/ho assisted them in reading. The Southwest Book Club is 
ne of several neighborhood book clubs, sponsored by 
TART (Summer Time And Reading Together), a non-prof- 
: children’s summer literacy program which establishes 
nd supports neighborhood reading programs throughout 
Washington,' D.C. The START program paid for all the 
hildren who had read throughout the summer and written 
ook reports to attend a field trip to the Maryland Science 
lenter in Baltimore on August 24. Thirteen of the children 
/ere able to attend. On August 31, several of the children 
/ ent to Barnes and Noble Book Store to purchase books, 
aid for by START. 

The Southwest Book Club will continue to met through- 
ut the schoolyear. We are looking for additional volun- 
:ers. Volunteers commit to at least one hour a week 
trough the end of the year, to meet with a neighborhood 
Siild to read and encourage the child’s interest in reading, 
he program is very, flexible — after being matched with a 
aild, you pick a meeting time convenient for you and your 
aild. You also pick the location — the Southwest Library 
a popular meeting place. The children will meet once a 
eek with their volunteer and at least once a week as a 
roup with other club members to read together, play 
ames, or go on field trips. Most children are from 7-13 
sars old. For more information, call Judy Taylor at (202) 
37-7450 (home) or (703) 308-7277 (work). 

AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE 
V0MEN 

The Association of American Foreign Service Women 
kAFSW) is holding its annual Book Fair at the 
epartment of State on Saturday and Sunday, October 19th 
id 20th and 26th and 27th Hours 10a.m. — 4p.m. Enter at 
3rd Street. F eatured: Collector’s Corner, Stamp Corner, 
rt Corner, Children’s Books, Cookbooks, Foreign 
anguage books and much more.Proceeds go to scholar- 
lips and many deserving causes in the area. For further 
formation please call 

12-223-5796. 

MATING A NEW COMMUNITY 

Marguerite Gilstrap 

You are invited to look backward 30 years and consider 
langes in prospect at a program to be held at St. Matthews 
lurch, Wednesday evening, October 2, 7:30 when mem¬ 
o's of a panel in charge of an oral history project at River 
irk Mutual Homes talk about urban Renewal in the 
juthwest and the audience joins the discussion. 

This project, funded under a planning grant from the 
C. Humanities Council, could be the genesis of oral his- 
ry projects in other complexes in Southwest to enrich the 
ty’s history with the memories of those of us who were 
ere. 

lEUGSOM 

There have been Catholic services at the Chapel at Ft. 
cNair for many years. Services are weekday at 12:10 
m. and at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday morning. Since the begin- 
ng of the year, Jewish services have been observed there 
well. They meet at 8:30 p.m. on Friday. Protestant wor- 
ip is Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

Ft. McNair has announced that as of the end of October, 

2 Chapel will be closed to all services. At that time, it will 
renovated into additional barracks space. 



NEW PASTOR AT FRIENDSHIP 
BAPTSS CHURCH 

by Wallace Babington 

The arrival of Dr. G. Martin Young as pastor of the 
Friendship Baptist Church means that we have an addition¬ 
al and valuable resource for efforts to strengthen communi¬ 
ty life in Southwest. That goal, the strengthening of com¬ 
munity life, was the central purpose and objective of Dr. 
Young’s studies at the United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton, Ohio. The focus of his studies at that seminary was 
a Concentration in Afro-Centric Preaching and Pastoring; 
those studies resulted in the awarding of a Doctor of 
Ministry degree in 1994. Dr. Young was born in California, 
but grew up in East St. Louis.' His undergraduate studies 
were at Southern Illinois University and his Master of 
Divinity awarded by the Interdenominational Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta. 

Prior to coming to Washington Dr. Young served as pas¬ 
tor at Tulane Memorial Baptist Church in New Orleans and 
at Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church in Clarksville, 
Tennessee. He is the recipient of the very prestigious D. E. 
King Preaching Award and the author of “The Religion of 
the Other Side: The Black Church Call to Evangelize.” Dr. 
Young is married to the former Lisa M. McCree and has 
two daughters, Loe’ell Leanna and Jillian Lanell. 

Dr. Young was attracted to the Friendship Church 
because of the challenge it presented for a strong, progres¬ 
sive ministry. He looks forward to participating in the life 
of our community. His ministry will certainly enrich and 
enhance the quality of our lives in Southwest. 

HAL CANTER IS HOSPITALIZED 

by Thelma Jones 

Hal Canter, owner of Cap Liquor (South Capital & N 
Streets, S.W.), was recently hospitalized for a brain tumor. 
He is now in a nursing home. 

During his more than 15 years as owner of the store, 
Canter has been a staunch supporter of the Southwest com¬ 
munity, in particularly in the area of youth development and 
recreational activities for both youth and adults. Also, he 
worked closely with long©time civic activist Leon Fields in 
implementing many changes in the area by serving as a 
community adviser and a member of the former Southwest 
Recreational Committee. The community thanks Hall 
Canter for all that he has done for S.W. We encourage Hal 
and his family to stand together for that’s where your 
strength lies. 


COME SHARE OUR GOOD NEWS! 

•• • . 

222 M Street SW " 
f Multi-racial, multi-cultural congregation 
t Doing God’s work in DC since 1893 
t Near Metro’s Green Line Waterfront Station 

Sunday Services at 11 a.m. 

Communion Twice Monthly 


WELCOME TO 

Dominican Fathers and Brothers 

630 E Street, Southwest (202) 554-7863 

! MASSES 

SATURDAY EVE: 5:15 pm 

SUNDAY: 8:00 am, 9:30, 10:45 (Spanish Mass), 
i 12:15, and 5:15 pm 

IHOLYDAYS: Evening before: 5:15 pm; day of: 
7:30 am, 8:00, 11:30,12:10 r 12:50and 5:15 pm 
WEEKDAYS: 7:30 pm, 8:00, 8:20, and 12:10 pm 
SATURDAY: 8:20 am and 12:10 pm. 


Working for justice ~ Showing God’s mercy 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN 

4001 Street, S.W. ~ Behind Waterfront Metro 

Sunday Schedule ~ Visitors Expected 
~9:30 AM (beginning 6/2) Bible Study 
~10:30AM First Sunday-Morning Prayer 
Second Sunday—Hymn Sing 
Third Sunday-Healing Service 
Fourth Sunday—Fellowship 
~H:00AM Worship 

Revs. Brian & Ruth Hamilton, Co-Pastors 
202-484-7700 ~ Parking Available 


; 

6th and M Streets, S.W. 



Sunday at 8:00 a.m. &11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday: 7:30 a.m., noon, &6:30 p.m. 




So how many hats can 
you juggle? We know 
it’s a quandary: work 
all week, Sunday’s the 
only day to catch a good cup of Joe and read the 
NYTimes. So how can you worship? We’ve solved 
that. Meet us at 9 (or later) on Sunday mornings and 
drink some Star Bucks coffee, read the NY Times 
(we’ll have a copy) and watch CBS’ Sunday 
Morning news program. ‘Cause there will be a bunch 
of us bleary eyed wanting our coffee and Times and 
the relaxation of catching up with the world. Then 
step with us into worship with a congregation that is 
interracial, inclusive and empowered. 
^acbOK|3<cnr»iijg^1mes. . . a really good way to 
begin your week and juggle those hats. Riverside 
Church, 680 I St/554-4330 (parking available). 
Michael Bledsoe, Ph.D,, pastor. 
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BLUES FOR MS ALABAMA SKY 

by Wallace Babington 

Arena Stage opens the new theater season with a new 
play by Pearl Cleage, “Blues for an Alabama Sky.” The 
play features Phylicia Rashad as a high-spirited, passionate 
performer at the renown Harlem Cotton Club. This 
Washington premiere brings together Ms. Rashad and Ms. 
Cleage, who are long time friends from their student days at 
Howard University. 

The play, set during the famous Harlem Renaissance 
period, is a co-production with the Hartford Alliance 
Theater and is directed by Kenny Leon, artistic director of 
the Alliance Theater Company. The production can be seen 
at Arena’s Kreeger Theater through November. 


The 1996 Scholarship Reception 


by Phillip Oliver 

On a beautiful summer’s eve - August 4, 1996, 
Southwest parents,'residents and community leaders gath¬ 
ered to celebrate some of our neighborhood’s most trea¬ 
sured commodities - it’s college students. 

Chair, Barbara Murray who headed the Scholarship 
Committee, a task force of the Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly, SWNA, spoke about the 1996 scholarship pro¬ 
gram. The program also included an address by Margaret 
Feldman, former SWNA president and current president of 
the Southwest Community Council (fiduciary branch of 
SWNA). Next, Dale Maclver shared the 22 year history 
with the audience. 

After the speeches, Ms. Murray introduced the scholar¬ 
ship recipients. Each of the students approached the podi¬ 
um and shared a few words about his/her school and acad¬ 
emic major. The audience enthusiastically approved. 

Next, the Scholarship Committee members were intro¬ 
duced and congratulated for a job well done. They includ¬ 
ed - Carole Early, Henry Evans, Dale Maclver, Marian 
Mitchell, Phillip Oliver, Casandra Singleton, Miles Slater, 
and Emma Ward. 

There were acknowledgements of the various organiza¬ 
tions which helped by donating money for the scholarship 
effort. These included the Student Loan Marketing 
Association, ENVIPCO, Waterside Convenience Shop, 
Gangplank and the Design Center. Interior design/architec¬ 
ture student Sara Wells is the recipient of the $5,000 Design 
Center scholarship. She is in her third year at Hampton 
University. 

Many restaurants which are in the community gave the 
receptionan extra festive flavor by making food donations. 
They were Dominos Pizza, Hogates, Phillips, Market Inn, 
and The Spirit of Washington. There were interesting door 
prizes which were donated by local businesses. As they 
enjoyed the music which was provided by Mr. “B”, a great 
time was had by all. The backing of the Southwest com¬ 
munity was definitely in evidence that evening. It does 
“take an entire village to raise a child.” 

With your support, the annual awards have topped 
$100,000 in the past 5 years. Your continued support is 
encouraged. The address for the SWNA Scholarship 
Committee is P.O. Box 70481, Washington, D.C. 20024. 


The Southwester 

Southwest 
Community 
mouse Third 
Annual Awards 
Reception 

by Rich Bardach 

The Southwest Community House held its Third Annual 
Awards Reception on Saturday, June 22, 1996 aboard the 
Odyssey. It was a beautiful day and a very successful event. 
Three dedicated Southwesters were honored. Mrs. Vera M. 
White, long-time principal of Jefferson Junior High School, 
received the Father Norman Haddad Community Seryice 
Award, for her leadership in rejuvenating the school to a top 
quality academic institution. This award was presented to 
her by Willie Lloyd Reeves, Board President of SWCH (see 
picture). 

Also honored were Michele Davis and Judith Ponds; 
each received an Outstanding Service Award. Ms. Davis 
has been an aide at Anthony Bowen Elementary School for 
ten years and an active school parent prior to that; she has 
three children, all of whom attended Anthony Bowen 
Elementary and Jefferson Junior High schools. Ms. Ponds 
has been PTA President at Amidon Elementary School the 
past two years and has implemented some after-school pro¬ 
grams there.The Master of Ceremonies for the Awards 
Reception was Charlotte Brooks, herself a previous recipi¬ 
ent of the Father Haddad Award along with her husband, 
Walter Brooks. Musical entertainment was provided by the 
Jefferson Junior High ensemble. The Southwest 
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Community House is the primary social service agency for 



the near Southwest. 
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STALLIONS TEACH FOOTBALL 
SKILLS 


1996 Scholarship Recipients 

Jameela Ball University of the 


District of Columbia Sixty future athletes practiced blocking, running patter 


Lolita Brown ' Howard University and catching passes at a two day clinic at King Greenle 

Niki Charles Temple University Field in August.Coaches were members of the Stalli. 

Kiana Council Coppin State Touch Football Team, many of whom grew up in Southwe 

YolondaEarl Mount Vernon College and played football for Club #4 and Little Leag 


Mary Early Bennington College 

Todd Frankel University of Deleware 


teams.Trophies and other awards were supplied by the S. 1 
Youth Activities Task Force. 


Ali Gordon Morehouse College 


Miya Gray 
Rhonda Hamilton 
Natalie Harris 
Vashti Jefferson 
Joseph Johnson* 
Davina Minnix 

Jonathan Mitchell 
Vincent Matthews 
Michelle Neal 
Chekesha Rashad 
Sara Wells 
Candace Wyder 
Saunice Yates 
Kimberly Zellers 
William Zellers 


Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
Townson State University 
Trinity 

Howard University 
Montgomery College 
University of Maryland — 
Eastern Shore 
Morris Brown 
St. Augustine College 
Norfolk State University 
Grambling State University 
Hampton University 
Norfolk State University 
North Carolina A&T 
Howard University 
Montgomery College 
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Summer Camp Programs 

The Southwest Neighborhood Assembly’s Youth 
activity Task Force was very active this summer in assist- 
ig children to attend various summer camp programs. This 
ffort was done in coordination with the Southwest 
’ommunity House, who hired a Summer Programs 
Coordinator, Michelle Browne. This combined effort result- 
d in the following: 

• 20 youths attended Gamp Moss Hollow for one week. 

This camp, located in western Virginia, is operated by 
the Family and Child Services organization. 
•Approximately 10 youths attended the Police Boys & 
Girls Club’s Camp Brown for one week under spon 
sorship of the Task Force. 

•A few youths were also sponsored to attend Camp 
Riverview, run by the DC Recreation Department, or 
Camp Bennett, operated by the Central Union Mission. 

• Over 20 youths attended the Summer Youth Academy 
day camp operated by the First District police 
Community Services Division. 

•Several children attended other day camps with the 
assistance of the Task Force. Among these camps were 
the Sidwell Friends basketball camp, Mike McLeese 
basketball camp, the Living Stage acting camp and the 
Challenger Center’s Summer Adventure Program. 

• Sixty preteens attended a touch football clinic at King 
Greenleaf Field, financed in part by the Youth 

• Activities Task Force. 

'Woman of Distinction" 

Carole G. Early, an active member of the Southwest 
eighborhood Assembly and editor of the “Southwester” 
as one of the “Women of Distinction” at the Annual 
aomas W. Anthony Chapter, Air Force Association Awards 
inner at Andrews Air Force Base on 27 April 1996. She 
ceived a Community Service Award for her accomplish- 
ents. 

The Thomas W. Anthony Chapter, Air Force Association 
mors outstanding women who have made significant con- 
butions to their nation, their community, and to the aero- 
uce world during the year. She was nominated by S.W. 
sident, Natalie Desmond. 

>ta!lion Touch Football Clinic 



xich David Bumo with his group. 



Prefect Wonder 


The Southwest community joined together this summer 
to provide positive options for the young people of the 
Southwest community through Project Wonder, a one-week 
vacation bible camp held in the Southwest area for children 
from ages 3 to 15. “The program is designed to bring Jesus 
into the children’s life through teaching them how to pray, 
learning bibles verses, songs, and learning about how Jesus 
helped people,” stated Zandra Earl, Assistant Director of 
Administration. 

The children participated in arts, crafts, games and field 
trips to the children’s museum, a boat ride on the Potomac 
to the Washington Estate and other activities. The camp 
was attended by 122 children from August 12 to the 16th. 
Each day they met from 10 am to 3pm in Lansbury Park. 
This tested and proven program helps develop a partnership 
in the community and the improvement in the quality of life 
in the children and community. 


Project Wonder Alvin 
Hudgens returns with 
Project Wonder children 
from a cruise on the 
Potomac Spirit. 



Project Wonder chil¬ 
dren decorated brown 
bags to hold meals by 
food and friends. 


Lunchtime at Project 
Wonder inside MPB&G 
Club #4. 


SPONSORS OF PROJECT WOiBEIl 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
Christ United Methodist Church 
St. Dominic Catholic Church 
Joy Christian Ministry 
St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
S.W. Community House 
S.W. Boys and Girls Club 
St. Vincent Catholic Church 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

Murray’s Steak Co. 

The Spirit of Washington Cruise Lines 

St. Dominic Priory 

Subway Restaurant (School Street) 

Kentucky Fried Chicken, S. Capitol St. 

Dominos Pizza, S. Capital Street 
Marina Towers Apartments 
The Redskins, Hogates 
The Children’s Museum 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION: ' 

Clients of Randall Shelter 
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HUGE CO-OP TAX INCREASE 
AVERTED 

By: Michael O'Dell, Executive Director, DC/CHC 

As a result of work by the DC Cooperative Housing 
Coalition (DC/CHC), the City Council deleted language 
from its FY 1997 Budget Support Act of 1996 that would 
have effectively increased co-op real estate tax bills by 53 
percent. Southwest is home to several large housing 
cooperatives. 

After examining the initial version of the Budget 
Support Act, CHC discovered a single, oblique sentence 
that would have changed the prescribed formula for 
assessing housing cooperatives. That formula had been 
established as a result of CHC’s work with the late 
Council Chair, John Wilson. With his help, CHC saw the 
result of its labor with the passage of the DC Cooperative 
Housing Assessment Procedure Act of 1988, the first ever 
prescribed method of assessing housing cooperatives. 

CHC President Barry Moss met with council members 
concerning their proposed action. Working with Ward 3 
Councilmember Kathy Patterson, Ms. Patterson intro¬ 
duced a motion to delete the language regarding the 
assessment of housing cooperatives from the 1997 
Budget Act. The motion was passed by a wide margin. 
Ward 2 Councilmember Jack Evans and Council 
Chairman David Clarke also provided their strong sup¬ 
port for CHC’s action. 

Leading the CHC effort in Southwest was River Park’s 
Jim Patton, their CHC representative. River Park was a 
founding member of CHC in 1984. Among the other 
CHC members who actively participated in the Council 
work were Watergate South, Broadmoor, Westchester, 
Shoreham West, 3900 Watson Place, Ontario, and the 
Presidential. Former Councilmember Jim Nathanson, 
who has become an active CHC representative, helped 
CHC work through the Council’s bureaucracy. The 
National Cooperative Bank, which has been very support¬ 
ive of CHC’s work, also had several employees sporting 
t-shirts and carrying posters. 

The Washington Post characterized CHC’s action as a 
“...well-organized lobby of co-op residents who rallied 
against the proposal.” (July 11, 1996,’’Relief on Way...,” 
^District Weekly page 1.) 

The issue of cooperative assessments will not, howev¬ 
er, end in the near future. CHC has learned that the way 
in which real estate in Washington is assessed will 
change. CHC President Moss, who is also President of 
Capital City Appraisers, a professional concern specializ¬ 
ing in cooperative appraisals for lenders, has noted that 
“...as a community of cooperatives, we expect to pay our 
fair share toward the maintenance of our city. We must, 
however, be a party to any changes in the way housing 
cooperatives are assessed.” 

CHC has been very successful over its few years of 
existence in large measure because it has worked with 
elected officials to craft solutions amenable to both coop¬ 
eratives and the Council.Councilmembers also know that 
CHC represents the vast majority of “market rate” coop¬ 
eratives. In his letter to CHC members thanking them for 
their support, he reiterated the axiom that there is strength 
in unity by concluding that “...by banding together...we 
are most successful in protecting our interests and pro¬ 
moting the cooperative way of living.” Membership .with 
CHC is open to all District of Columbia cooperative 
housing associations. Co-ops interested in joining should 
either call CHC (202-364-4668) or write(DC/CHC, 
Edmund J. Flynn, Agent, 5151 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20016). 


achs and athelets pose for the camera. 
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THE EXPEDIENCE OF A LIFETIME 

by Franklin Davis 

Hello, my name is Franklin Davis. I am in sixth grade at 
Amidon Elementary School. I am a reporter for Children’s 
Express, a news organization for kids 8-18 founded by 
Robert Clampitt to give children a significant voice in 
today’s society. I have been in Children’s Express for one 
year. The highlight of my year was going to the Republican 

py -- National Convention in 

San Diego, Calif, this 



Franklin Davis 


Children’s Express has 
bureaus in Oakland, 
f| Indianapolis, Marquette, 
f'fa New York, and 
*443 Washington, D.C. 

Reporters and editors 
from all of the bureaus 
made Up the Convention 
News Team. The 


Washington, D.C. group of four reporters and two editors 
arrived in San Diego eager to work. In addition to covering 
the convention in San Diego, we helped start a new bureau, 
the San Diego bureau. 

We started preparing for the convention months in 
advance. We attended issue briefings. I met with Senator 
Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS); Andy Livingston (R-LA), 
Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee; Bill 
Archer (R-TX), Chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee; John Kasich (R-OH), Chairman of the House 
Budget Committee; J.C. Watts (R™OK); John Duncan (R- 
TN); David Funderburk (R-NC); Christopher (R-NJ); and 
Rachel Robinson, assistant to Newt Gingrich, Speaker of 
the House. 

I expected my trip to San Diego to be lots of fun. It was 
that and more. While in San Diego I interviewed politi¬ 
cians, convention delegates; San Diego residents, and peo¬ 
ple who came to the convention to lobby. 

We not only wrote stories about the convention, other 
reporters wrote about us. Children’s Express was the sub¬ 
ject of a feature story in The Washington Post. Being the 
interviewee instead of the interviewer was fun. I felt like a 


US TREASURY GRANTS SUP¬ 
PORTS LOANS TO THE POOR 

FINCA USA, a nonprofit organization providing busi¬ 
ness loans to low-income micro entrepreneurs, was one of 
two such programs in the country to-receive the competitive 
Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI) 
Fund award from the US Treasury Department. The 
$450,000 CDFI grant will enable FINCA to provide small 
business loans to over 2,700 borrowers in greater 
Washington, DC, Minnesota, and two new sites by the year 
2002. 

FINCA USA provides loans, a savings program, and 
technical assistance to low-income entrepreneurs and others 
who cannot access credit from formal financial institutions. 
Based on. the village banking idea developed by FINCA 
International, FINCA USA’s innovative peer lending pro¬ 
gram provides loans to groups of low-income entrepreneurs 
who form “self-employment associations,” through which 
members request and administer loans, accumulate savings, 
and receive technical assistance to build their fledgling 
businesses. This year, •'FINCA has provided $78,000 in 
loans to 100 borrowers with an on-time repayment rate of 
96 percent. Its average loan size is currently $780. Over 
the five years of the grant, FINCA expects to lend $8.3 mil¬ 
lion and to provide nearly 12,000 hours of technical support 
to 2,700 micro entrepreneurs. 

FINCA USA’s mission is to serve low-income and other 
entrepreneurs who do not qualify for financing from tradi¬ 
tional lending institutions due to lack of collateral, credit 
ratings, or small loan size. In most cases, these small busi¬ 
ness owners begin their businesses either with their own 
savings, or with a FINCA loan. Members include the unem¬ 
ployed or underemployed, persons with part-time jobs 
wanting to supplement their incomes, and those wanting to 
move off welfare. They represent a wide variety of ethnic 
backgrounds and businesses. Members use their loans 
exclusively for their businesses, purchasing critical equip¬ 
ment, supplies, or advertising. FINCA provides these ser¬ 
vices knowing that, over time, these micro businesses can 
grow into viable sources of income and employment in their 
communities.FINCA International, Inc. 1101 - 14th St., 
NW (202) 682-1510. 



After reporting in the Summer issue about the renova¬ 
tions going on in the Greenleaf properties, the staff of the 
paper was curious about what has been happening during 
these past few months. The construction work is still locat¬ 
ed in Greenleaf (north of M). Mr. Firth, the construction 
manager, said that for the past few months they have been 
concentrating onrehabilitating vacant units, converting 
some units into dwellings for the handicapped, doing elec¬ 
trical work & internal painting and plastering within the 
units, getting rid of the dumpsters, eliminating parking lots 
behind the buildings on I St. (this will increase the size oi 
the backyards of the townhouses), and removing cars. Each 
day, the grounds are cleaned-up. I did notice that the 
grounds are much cleaner. 

In the future, boiler rooms and new kitchens will be 
installed in each individual unit, pediments and new lights 
will grace the outside of each home and there will be i 
washing of the exterior walls of the buildings. Some exte¬ 
rior painting will be done. 

What is going to happen after your construction compa¬ 
ny leaves? I was told that with the elimination of the dump¬ 
sters (the dumpsters invite trash) and the placement of supe: 
cans in each back yard along with a new trash disposal sys 
tern in the garden and high rises, a cleaner complex i: 
expected. More importantly, there is a new manager, Mr 
Steve Fuller. He will oversee all of the buildings ii 
Greenleaf. Stricter- rules now apply to tenants and thi: 
strictness will continue in the future. There will be ; 
screening process for new tenants. 

Just as important as the physical renovations are the soci 
ological renovations which are underway. There is going t< 
be a Computer Training Program in the Resident Counci 
Office, 205 L St. Bobbie McMahon is in charge of this pro 
gram. Call her at 863-9053. 

The program will start with 20 donated computers.lt wil 
be Monday - Friday day, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (dat 
to be announced). All trainees must take the Department o 
Employment Service “Boat Test” and be interviewed prio 
to enrollment. 

The New Greenleaf is great, next will be Syphax Gardens 
Stay tuned as we find out about improvements there. 



celebrity. 

As with all good things, my convention experience came 
to an end. 


Computer Technology 

The purpose of this program is to enable the students to acquire the skills in the use of computer assisted instructions, 
instructional learning tools and computer managed instructions. 

It will.also focus on those students who are behind grade level and it is hoped that this course will enhance their acade¬ 
mic skills for the upcoming school year. 

This will be done primarily through Math, Reading, Science and Language Arts (Vocabulary, Spelling, Language 
Mechanics, and Study Skills). 
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WASHINGTON’S WATERFRONT NEIGHBORHOOD 


Harbour Square Special & Spacious (936 SF!) 1 
BR w/ Super View & Wide Balcony . Many closets 
equal great storage. Staff is courteous. Security is 
excellent. Indoor pool is luxurious. $55,000 
Angela Grimmer 202-546-7000 x 235 

Tiber Island 430 M Street SW N-402 Location & 
Style along the Waterfront! 630 SF Studio w/ bale 
& Capitol view! Co-op fee of $431/mo covers 
almost all! $32,900 Cathy Cormack 202-546- 
7000 x 265 

River Park Mutual 1301-1311 Delaware Ave SW 
City’s best-kept secret! Co-op apts in friendly, 
secure complex w/ amenities. Studios from 
$15,900; 1 BRs from $26,000; 2BRs from 
$42,000! Walk to metro & own for less than you 
can rent! Cathy Cormack 202-546-7000 x 265 

Carrollsburg 240 M St SW E-702 Sunny upper 
FLR Studio w/Balc & garage pky! Courtyard 
view! Metro! Amenities! VA & FHA OK! Fee 
$206/mo! $45,000 Cathy Cormack 202-546-7000 
x 265 

River Park 1301 Delaware Ave, SW 1BR with 
enclosed balcony, open Kitchen, quiet, for less 
than $600/month TOTAL! $29,000 Harold 
Sanders 202-546-7000 x 250 

Capitol Park 610 3 rd St SW 3BR, 2BA, minor 
cosmetics only, systems are newer. $108,000 
Harold Sanders 202-546-7000 x250 

Capitol Park 227 G St. SW Very few are this 
pretty! 3BR 2BA, many upgrades-priced for quick 
sale! $119,000 Harold Sanders 202-546-7000 x 
250 

Capitol Park 206 G St. SW 3BR, 2BA, Sparkling 
new paint, very private fenced patio, quiet 
location—front door prkg, move in cond. 
$119,000 Harold Sanders 202-546-7000 x 250 

Carrollsburg 1250 4 th ST SW #514 Super Buy! 
1200 sq ft. 2BR, 1.5BA! Put balcony! Water view! 
Pkg space! Low fees! VA/FHA! Secure Bldg! 
Waterside Mall! Metro! $99,500 LouiseJenning 
202-546-5234 


Riverside 1435 4 th ST SW -Bll- incredible 
Deal! Big and bright 1330 sq ft, 2BR, 2BA unit 
with two balconies and a pkg space. Secure, 
Subely maintained, Riverfront complex two 
blocks from metro. $115,000 Grant Griffith 
202-5461444 

Harbour Square or Riverside Wanted ASAP! 
Anxious customer wants a nice 2 Bedroom 2 
Bath unit with unobstructed, year round, 
Potomac views. Let’s Talk! Grant Griffith 202- 
546-1444 
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700 7 th ST SW Two Penthouse Apts. Each 1BR 
(995 s.f.) Coveted west view of river & 
monuments. Dramatic floorplans. One apt totally 
upgraded w/pkg. One needs work. Low $ 100’s 
Maryann Hartnett 202-488-9274 

1301 Delaware Ave. S.W., N-607 Top floor unit 
with a fabulous view of the Capitol and the city. 2 
good size bedrooms, large den and big living/ 
dining room combination. This unit has been 
upgraded with new closets and newer kitchen 
cabinets. Upgraded carpeting, swimming pool, 
exercise room, and extra storage. $766 per month 
includes everything except your telephone. Metro. 
$42,900 Sandy Hanbury 202-546-7000 x 246 

1301 Delaware Ave. S.W., N-515 Wonderful 
efficiency with an enclosed balcony that is perfect 
for a den or dining area. $393 a month pays the 
mortgage, taxes, coop fee and utilities. Great 
view! Walk to metro, shopping, & waterfront. 
$19,900 Sandy Hanbury 202-546-7000 x 246 

408 N Street, S.W. Absolutely gorgeous 4 story 
Townhouse in Harbour Square. First level has 
newer kitchen with wet bar, powder room and 
huge dining room overlooking private patio. 
Second level: Living room with fireplace, den 
(could be 3 rd bedroom) and full bath. Upper level 
has 2 bedrooms and a full bath. Lower level has a 
huge finished family room and access to 
underground parking. Perfect for coporate 
residence & entertaining. Metro, Waterfront. 

B f Hanbury 202-546-7000 EXT. 246 

1 & M) Maintenance free living at 
:r or Capitol or Monument view? 
700+ sq. ft.? One or two balconies 
;s, patio & yard? Single or multi- 
jvel home w/ bsmt.? All come w/ 
ammunity room. $32-139K. Matt 
■7000x256 
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Our Facelift is Underway 

by Carole Early, Editor 

The staff of the Southwester Newsletter is undergoing a 
reorganization and the paper is being redesigned. In 
October, we have concentrated on better use of space, along 
with a new size of print and the introduction of spot color. 
There will be a new color each month. How is the paper’s 
readability? We’d like to get your feed-back. 

This year the staff has been increased to include Dr. 
Beryl Rice, President of the Southwest Neighborhood 
Assembly, SWNA; Rev. Jeanne MacKinzie, Secretary of 
SWNA; Dale Maclver, Assembly board member, former 
Southwester editor and chief photographer, Emma Ward, 
Assembly board member, Andrea Sheppard, roving helper, 
Katy Davis, paid desktop publisher and our two S.W. 
interns, Yolonda Earl, a communication major and 
Kimberly Zellars, a business major. Yolonda will help with 
the articles, while Kimberly concentrates on the advertising 
and business aspects of the paper. Both are recepients of 
grants from the SW Scholarship Committee. Hope to write 
more about them at a later date. 

We still depend oh our readers for the bulk of the stories. 
Keep it up. There wouldn’t be anything to print without the 
contributions from our you. We especially want to thank 
our faithful reporters - Wally Babington, Margaret Feldman, 


Margaret Oliver, Thelma Jones, and Phillip Oliver. 
Welcome to our new writer, Betty Fleischman. 

I personally want to thank Rick Braswell who was the 
volunteer desktop publisher for this last year. Each month 
he got the paper ready so that it could be sent to Comprint 
Printers to be put on the press. 

This year we plan to continue with the same distribution 
as in the. past. It is our hope that we’ll get to all of the' 
households here in Southwest. 

For many years, our advertising rate has remained con¬ 
stant. This year we have reluctantly decided that because 
our costs have been rising and new expenses have been 
increasing (due to technological improvements to the 
paper), we would have to raise advertising costs slightly. 
New advertisers will pay the new rates of $14 per column 
inch. For those who want to take advantage of spot color, 
the price will be slightly more. 

We are excited about the changes on the paper. This par¬ 
ticular year promises to be very exciting. Should anyone 
want to write articles, help with the computer typing of sto¬ 
ries, assist with the advertising or the distribution, please 
contact Carole Early, 488-3355. We can always use an extra 
hand. 




Later in the fall, the Southwest Neighborhood Assembly 
is going to be selling tickets to a Holiday Theater Party 
which will be at the Arena. Come and support your com¬ 
munity. There will be more details in the next issue of the 
paper. Where and how to buy tickets? How much will the 
tickets be? What does the price include? When will the 
event be? Will there be food? We will pass the answers to 
these questions on to you. 


SAINI - 

Aii Conditioning, INC. 

• SALES Serving Entire Metropolitan Area 

* REPAIRS Over 18 Years Experience 

° REPLACEMENT Service 7 Days A Week 

o INSTALLATION 24 Hours a Day 

HEATING, HUMIDIFIERS 
WATER HEATERS, MAJOR APPLIANCES 
Refrigerators, Ice Maker Attachments, 

All Makes & Models including JANITROL, GE, 
CARRIER, FEDDERS, ETC. 

° Washington, D.C. 20024 ® 

734-1769 ® 554-5528 
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Serving 
Southwest D. C. 
since 1979 


Washington Cablevision is now available at: 


Capitol Park 
Carrolsburg 
The Lansburgh 
Marina View Twrs 
Market Square 
Pennsylvania Plaza 


River Park 
Town Center Plaza 
Town Square Towers 
Washington Harbor 
Watergate 
Waterside Towers 


No unsightly wiring into your apartment. 

We use the existing wiring in your walls. 

THREE movie services are available: 

oHBO ° showtime 

® THE MOVIE CHANNEL 
BASIC CABLE SERVICE INCLUDES: 
ESPN, TNT and USA — Sports 
CNN —- Cable News Network 
C-SPAN — Congressional programming 
A&E — Arts and Entertainment 
WTBS, WWOR and WON — Superstations 
The Discovery Channel 
BET and MTV — Music Videos • 

. . . and in many buildings: 

American Movie Classics, BRAVO, CNBC 

Call (202) 646-1600 to order 



